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Promoting & supporting the power of play

7 ) RISKY PLAY

) ] ) ] Why is Risky Play Important?
For children to play during their early years is a

natural adaptation for them to explore their
surroundings, seeking opportunities to engage with
others and challenge their judgements. Risky play is a
natural concept of children’s play, which can be
defined as a, ‘thrilling and exciting opportunity that
involves a risk of physical injury, testing limits and
exploring boundaries’ (Sandseter, 2007; Little &
Wyver, 2008).

A Chall Hazard?
allenge or a Hazar Risk / Benefit

* A CHALLENGE

* A HAZARD:
Play is great for children’s well-being and development. When Smart Play Network Members Support
planning and providing play opportunities, the goal is not to
eliminate risk, but to weigh up the risks and benefits. No child Member you have access to telephone and email

support. For more information about the topics
covered in this guidance sheet, or any other queries
you may have about your project, please contact us
[uly-2012.pdf using: 0131 554 2620 or admin@smartplaynetwork.org

will learn about risk if they are wrapped in cotton wool.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/entertainment/childrens-play-
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